LOOK BACK!
A. ROSS ECKLER
Morristown, New Jersey
In a sense Martin Gardner was the founder of Word Ways, for he suggested the idea of such a
magazine to Greenwood Periodicals and proposed Dmitri Borgmann as its first editor (Dmitri had
earlier supplied Martin with much material for the appendix to the Dover reprint of Bombaugh's
Oddities and Curiosities of Words and Literature, published in 1961). After only a year as the
editor, Dmitri resigned in November 1968 when Greenwood refused to pay him a salary of
$5,000 per year. When Howard Bergerson, recruited by Joe Madachy (the editor of another
Greenwood journal), agreed to be editor without salary, Dmitri angrily wrote him to say that he
considered Howard's action "extremely hostile and downright treacherous" and that Howard
would never hear from him again.
In August 1969 Howard wrote me that Greenwood had decided to cease publishing Word Ways
because of a $30,000 loss over its two-year life. Howard asked
Would you be interested in publishing and editing a journal of logology? I myself am in
absolutely no position to attempt such a thing, but possibly you could put it over.
Greenwood doesn't have anything to sell, so far as I can see, except the name Word
Ways and the subscriber list which is between 4- and 5- hundred. You could change
the name and not pay them a dime. I could send you the piles of scripts that have been
sent to me. As to the subscribers list, well, I have a copy of it, which is a very lucky
thing, and I would gladly send you this. Please let me know if you like this thought or
consider it feasible for you. If not, I plan to ask, one by one, a number of other contributors. Someone might just do it. I ask you first at least partly because it seems to me
that there is an advantage in the fact that you and your wife could reinforce each other
in the undertaking. I'll hold off approaching anyone else until I hear from you.
My first reaction was-me, editor and publisher of a journal? You've got to be kidding! But the
more I thought about it during the following week, the more attractive it seemed. The financial
burden could be considerably lightened if I prepared camera-ready copy using an IBM Executive
typewriter with proportional spacing, which I was on the verge of purchasing second-hand for
$240 to prepare a genealogy of the Eckler family. A hasty conference with a local printer
revealed that they would print 200 copies of a 64-page journal, 7 by 10 inches in size, for $3 12,
with $30 per additional groups of 100. Fourth-class postage (printed matter) would come to 6
cents per copy. It would be necessary to reduce the $9 annual price Greenwood was charging to
$6 because the journal would have a less-professional look (no right justification, and a single
typeface). Allowing 50 extra copies, one could break even with a subscription list of 250, only a
little less than Greenwood's actual 1969 list.
I feared that if I said "no" no other word buff would attempt the task, and I would always wonder
whether I had passed up a challenging and interesting opportunity. It would be a shame to see all
Greenwood's work in setting up the magazine, finding subscribers and authors, go for naught.
Faith could handle the subscriptions and mailings, and I the editorial correspondence and the
typing of articles. I wondered whether there would be enough material flowing in-would I end
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up writing Word Ways myself? It was painfully evident that most of the first year of Word Ways
had been written by Dmitri, and a significant amount of the second year by Howard.
I would have preferred to try my hand at editing a logological journal during my retirement, when
I would have much more free time. Yet, opportunity was knocking now, not fifteen or twenty
years hence, and I could not ask it to wait. So at the end of a week I said "yes" to Howard.
At once Faith and I had an important decision to make: should we start a new journal, perhaps
called the Journal of Recreational Logology, using Howard's 1968 subscriber list, or should we
purchase the name and the latest list from Greenwood? Despite Howard's warning to have as
little to do as possible with Greenwood (it had caused him endless editorial headaches), we
decided on the latter as the lesser risk. We feared that Greenwood might discover we were using
their old subscriber list, and we felt that subscribers, especially libraries, would be much more
likely to continue with a journal they had already elected to buy, especially if it looked like the
old one, than start afresh with a privately-issued journal of uncertain pedigree. Greenwood asked
$600 for the name, the cover plates, and the subscriber list, but not the back issues; we countered
with $500, which they accepted. Eventually we bought the back issues for $350 more.
However, we had to raise the subscription price to $7 after learning that the printer had raised
their estimate to $450 for 500 copies, with $39 for each extra 100. Furthermore, it turned out that
libraries dealt not with Word Ways directly but through subscription agencies that deducted ten
per cent from each subscription.
The February 1970 issue reaffirmed Dmitri's credo: "The Journal of Recreational Linguistics has
been created to provide a forum for all people interested in word puzzles and in other recreational
aspects of language.. ." It promised rapid publication of reader comments, unlike the two to three
issue delays typical of Greenwood, and instituted the new department Colloquy for them. Articles
would run from one to fifteen pages in length, with shorter items reserved for Kickshaws,
instituted by Dave Silverman in the two previous issues. Summing up:
The present editor has neither the vast logological background and library of its first
editor, Dmitri Borgmann, nor the graceful prose style of the second, Howard Bergerson.
Yet I feel this need not matter too much. I will have served my purpose if I have brought
together in the pages of Word Ways different people interested in the same word
problems, or if I have stimulated readers to pose and solve logological problems they
never dreamed of before. The frontiers of logology will remain forever obscure unless
we let each other know what has been done, what can be done, and what might be done.
The various communication channels lie open and waiting-I urge you, the reader, to use
them. Do not passively read this journal and throw it aside; respond to what you find in
it. Only in this way can Word Ways be ensured a strong and viable f~lture.
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